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Village Family,

It’s hard to believe we’re already halfway through summer! While 
many of us are enjoying some well-deserved downtime, your 
Village Council and staff have been hard at work on several
important efforts that help shape Tequesta’s future.

Florida Legislative Session Recap
Another Florida Legislative Session has wrapped, but did you 
know that Tequesta plays an active role in this process each year? 
Before the session begins, Council adopts a legislative agenda, 
often aligned with the Florida League of Cities and the Palm 
Beach County League of Cities platforms. Throughout the 
session, we collaborate with our state legislators and lobbyist
 to share how proposed legislation may affect our community, 
positively or negatively, offering feedback, data, and local 
examples.

Want to get involved next session? You can make your 
voice heard by contacting your state representatives or 

joining advocacy groups like Local Voices United 
(https://localvoicesunited.com), which helps residents 

engage on local government issues that matter.

Remembrance Park Phase One Now Open!
We’re thrilled to share that Phase One of Remembrance Park 
officially opened on July 9th! This beautiful, passive park 
features walking paths, benches, shade pavilions, a butterfly 
garden, historical signage, a commemorative brick area, and 
more. It serves as a reminder that progress doesn’t always 
mean more pavement – sometimes it’s about protecting and 
celebrating the spaces that bring us peace for generations 
to come.

Budget & Priorities for 2025-2026

One last update is that your Village Council and staff are in 
the final stages of preparing the 2025-2026 annual budget 
and millage rate, which must be submitted to the state by 
September. This in-depth process begins in March with staff 
planning and is brought before Council starting in June. To help 
form priorities beyond day-to-day operations, Council sets a 
strategic plan each spring. This year’s focus areas include 
continued planning for the re-imagined Tequesta Park and Phase 
2 of Remembrance Park, identifying new funding sources for 
capital improvements such as the infrastructure surtax sunsets, 
and strengthening our stormwater systems through upgrades 
and grants. We’re also prioritizing employee recruitment and 
retention, long-term facilities planning, road and sidewalk 
maintenance, land acquisition for parks, and improved safety 
education around golf carts and e-bikes. Additional goals include 
expanding our tree canopy program, exploring local impact 
fees for development, enhancing the look of Village gateways 
and Old Dixie, and developing a transportation and mobility 
plan to support Tequesta’s future growth. You can view both the 
Strategic Plan: 

  (https://tequesta.org/DocumentCenter/View/13329/
Strategic-Plan-3-26-25) 

and Annual Budget 
(https://tequesta.org/285/Budget) 

on our website.

Thank you for taking the time to read this update, and for 
allowing me the honor of serving our incredible community.  
We work hard to make decisions that protect Tequesta’s unique 
character and quality of life, and your feedback is always valued.

Have a question, idea, or concern? Reach out to us anytime via 
email or speak during public comment at a Council meeting. 

You can contact the Council 
(https://tequesta.org/58/Council-Member-Bios).

Wishing you a safe and happy rest of the summer!

                   Mayor Molly Young 

Mayor 
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The next municipal election is March 10, 2026.  The qualifying period begins at Noon 
on November 4, 2025, and ends at Noon on November 18, 2025.  Due to the Election 
Code, these dates and times are strictly enforced and are not flexible.  

The following seats are scheduled for the March 2026 election:

•  Seat 1 – Jayon French (current Incumbent) 
•  Seat 3 – Laurie Brandon (current Incumbent) 
•  Seat 5 – Rick Sartory (current Incumbent) 

How to Run for Office:
When a resident decides to seek office, they should schedule an appointment with the Village Clerk to review the “Candidate 
Election Handbook.” This meeting must occur well before the qualifying period starts, as specific requirements must be fulfilled 
before qualifying. During this meeting, a comprehensive explanation of the process is provided, including the review of required 
forms, election laws, and important dates and deadlines.

For additional election information, visit our Elections Webpage: 
https://www.tequesta.org/1141/Elections.  
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Around the Village

On Saturday, June 7th, 2025, we had the great honor of celebrating this year’s 
Annual Public Safety Awards ceremony. Alongside the Tequesta Police 
Department, we recognized those who serve our community and go above 
and beyond their duties. The men and women who serve in these departments 
exemplify courage, dedication, and selflessness every single day. From lifesaving 
acts to tireless community outreach, their efforts often go unseen but are not 
unappreciated. Special congratulations to this year’s award recipients - your 
commitment to public safety and the well-being of our residents is truly inspiring! 

The awards that were presented by the Tequesta Fire Department were:

•  Lifetime Achievement Award- Pastor Paul Beresford

•  Firefighter of the Year- Firefighter/ Paramedic John Kostyo

•  Paramedic of the Year- Firefighter/ Paramedic Adam Evans

•  Professional Partnership Award- Corporal John Pruitt

•  Public Safety Award- Retired Firefighter Peter Allen

•  Fire Chiefs Commendation Award- Captain David McGovern

•  Distinguished Service Award- Captain Gary Harris, Lt. Spurgeon, 

   Firefighter/Paramedics John Kostyo, Dave Terrell, Joe Hobin, 

   Police Sergeant Emir Yildiz, Police Lt. Kurt Blanc

•  Professional Life Saving Award- Captain Harris, Lt. Spurgeon, 

   Firefighter/Paramedics Evans, Terrell, Stark, Gallo. 

•  Professional Life Saving Award- Palm Beach County Rescue Station 18 - 

   Lt. Philip Moody, FF/PM Christopher Plonner and Gabriel Moreira.

Annual Public Safety 
Awards Ceremony

Have a Fun, 
Safe Summer!

Chief and Peter AllenChief and Officer Pruitt

Chief and Pastor Paul Chief, Adam Evens and David McGovern

 Fire  Rescue 

May 18–24 marks National EMS Week, and this year’s theme, “We Care. For 
Everyone,” highlights the unwavering dedication of emergency medical 
professionals across the country.

We are proud to share that three 
of our own Firefighter/Paramedics 
have been recognized by the Palm 
Beach County EMS Providers Council 
for their exceptional service and 
commitment to outstanding 
patient care during a recent 
life-saving call.

Congratulations to Firefighter/
Paramedics Dave Terrell, Ron Sambeli, 
and John Kostyo for this well-
deserved honor. Your professionalism 
and compassion make a lasting 
impact on our community.

Thank you for all that you do!

Given Tequesta’s proximity to water, being prepared for water rescue situations 
is one of our top priorities. Our team understands that in emergencies involving 
water, every second counts, and the ability to respond quickly and effectively can 
mean the difference between life and death.

That’s why we constantly develop and refine our training to simulate real-life 
rescue scenarios before they occur, while working with Palm Beach County. 
Our personnel are equipped with both the skills and the mindset to handle 
high-stress, time-critical incidents with precision and efficiency.

Recently, our crew has been working hard to enhance both their response time 
and accuracy during water rescue drills. These exercises are designed to push our 
capabilities, strengthen coordination, and ensure that our team is fully prepared 
when the need arises.

Our dive team, in particular, trains tirelessly in a variety of conditions to ensure 
they’re ready to deploy at a moment’s notice. Whether it’s a rescue in open water, 
a confined space, or a low-visibility environment, their dedication to excellence 
allows us to serve our community with confidence and care.

At Tequesta Fire Rescue, preparation isn’t just a practice; it’s a commitment to 
the safety and well-being of every resident and visitor in our coastal community.

Training at Tequesta Fire Rescue

National EMS Week: Honoring Our Heros

Pictured: Firefighter/Paramedics Dave Terrell and Ron Sambeli.  
Not pictured: Firefighter/Paramedic John Kostyo.

Wednesday, May 21st, marked National Trauma Survivors Day, a day dedicated to 
celebrating the strength and resilience of trauma survivors, as well as the dedicated 
professionals who help them on their road to recovery.

On this important day, Tequesta Fire 
Rescue was honored for demonstrating 
exceptional skill, professionalism, and 
teamwork during a critical call that 
resulted in the successful preservation of 
a pediatric patient’s arm. The swift and
expert actions taken by our crew played a 
vital role in the positive outcome of what 
could have been a life-altering injury.

This recognition reflects the high standards 
of care, training, and compassion that our 
department brings to every emergency. 

We are proud of our team’s unwavering commitment to making a difference in 
the lives of those we serve, especially in moments when every second counts.

To our responders: your dedication saves lives and restores hope. Thank you for 
your continued excellence.

National Trauma Survivors Day



The Nautical Club has launched into the summer with energy, learning, and 
community spirit. Under the leadership of Corporal John Pruitt and Detective 
Loney and our outstanding team, this initiative continues to educate local youth 
on boating and water safety—while ensuring they have fun along the way.

Week 1: Testing the Waters
The program began with swimming assessments to gauge each participant’s 
comfort and skill level in the water. The day wrapped up with some lighthearted 
competition as Detective Loney joined a few of the kids for a swim race—setting 
the tone for a summer of engagement and enthusiasm.

Week 2: Ocean Conservation at Loggerhead
Participants took an educational field trip to the Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center, where they explored the vital mission of sea turtle rescue and ocean 
conservation. The visit underscored the importance of environmental stewardship 
and protecting our coastal ecosystems.

Week 3: Lifesaving Skills & Public Safety Tours
With help from our neighbors at Tequesta Fire Rescue, Lt. Andre Dodd led an 
engaging CPR and water safety course, teaching critical emergency response 
techniques. Students then toured the Police and Fire Departments for a behind-
the-scenes look at how our local public safety teams serve the community.

Week 4: Boater Safety in Focus
This week featured a comprehensive Boater Safety Course, equipping participants 
with the knowledge needed to navigate Florida’s waterways safely and 
responsibly. Topics included navigation rules, life jacket requirements, emergency 
preparedness, and environmental considerations.

With more exciting experiences and learning opportunities on the horizon, 
we look forward to sharing additional highlights as the summer continues. The 
Nautical Club remains a shining example of how education, safety, and fun can 
come together to create lifelong memories and skills. If you are interested in 
registering your child next year, check out our social media for updates!

Nautical Club Kicks Off a 
Strong First Half of 2025

3

Police Department

At the Tequesta Police Department, protecting our community starts with 
safeguarding our youngest residents. That’s why we offer two vital safety 
services designed to support families and promote injury prevention: child car seat 
installation assistance and bike helmet fittings—both provided by certified 
officers at no cost to residents.

Car Seat Installations:

Several of our officers have been trained to properly fit or check a car seat. 
This specialized certification, provided by Safe Kids Worldwide, involves rigorous 
training on the correct installation of a wide range of car seats–convertible, 
booster, infant, and more. 

If you’re unsure about your current installation or would like assistance 
installing a new seat, we’re here to help. Call us at 561-768-0505 to schedule 
an appointment with one of our certified officers.

For additional car seat safety tips, visit Safe Kids Worldwide’s Ultimate Car Seat 
Guide at https://ucsg.safekids.org/.

Helmet Fittings:
A properly fitted helmet is your first and most effective defense against head 
injuries and it can truly be life-saving. Wearing a helmet isn’t just a smart choice, 
it’s also the law. In Florida, all bicycle riders under the age of 16 are required to 
wear a helmet. However, we strongly encourage riders of all ages to protect 
themselves by doing the same.

Our Tequesta Police Department officers are trained in expert helmet fitting 
techniques to ensure your child’s helmet fits snugly and securely for maximum 
safety.

Need a helmet or know someone who does? We’re here to help! Call us at 
561-768-0505 to schedule a helmet fitting or to request a complimentary helmet. 
For a quick at-home check, you can also visit the Safe Kids Helmet Fit Test here: 
https://www.safekids.org/tip/helmet-fit-test.

Together, these services are just another way we’re working to build a safer, 
healthier community for Tequesta’s youth. If you have any questions or need 
support, our team is only a phone call away. 

Tequesta Police Department 
Services to Keep Our Children Safe
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Village of Tequesta Unveils 
Remembrance Park

July 9, 2025 marked a joyful day for the Village of Tequesta as community
members gathered for the grand opening of Remembrance Park, a beautifully 
designed passive park nestled at 483 Seabrook Road. Residents and dignitaries 
alike came together to celebrate the debut of this new public space that blends 
natural beauty with reflection, recreation, and community spirit.

A Celebration to Remember
The evening kicked off at 5:00 PM with the arrival of guests, followed by a 
warm welcome from several village dignitaries. Mayor Molly Young opened the 
ceremony, followed by a prayer from Pastor Paul Beresford, a patriotic flag raising 
by Tequesta Public Safety, and a special recognition of project partners Kimley 
Horn and the Creative Contracting Group.

Shortly after, Mayor Young delivered a keynote speech that reflected on the 
significance of the new park as a place for remembrance, community, and 
peaceful gathering. She was joined by special guests including local historians 
Marcia Nielson and Pat Walkins, as well as Mrs. Tait, a long-time Tequesta resident.

Thoughtfully Designed for Peace and Enjoyment
Spanning approximately 1.75 acres, Remembrance Park is a thoughtfully 
designed passive park that offers a variety of peaceful and engaging features for 
visitors of all ages. Highlights include:

    •  A commemorative brick area for honoring loved ones
    •  Aggregate walking paths for a serene stroll
    •  Historical Signs
    •  Two covered gazebos and ample bench seating
    •  A vibrant butterfly garden
    •  Beautifully landscaped native plants and trees
    •  A water fountain
    •  A small parking area with permeable pavers (including one 
       handicap space)
    •    An open grass area for family activities and leisure Regular park
       hours are dawn to dusk, offering plenty of time for residents to
       enjoy the space in every season. 

Regular park hours are dawn to dusk, offering plenty of time for residents to enjoy 
the space in every season.

Joining Us

APRIL
Benjamin Norman          Building & Code Comp. Specialist
James ‘Cody’ Starr           Building Inspector/Plan Examiner

MAY
Victoria Gonzalez            Engineering Intern
Elysse Viena	                Recreation Specialist I

JUNE
Joseph Ginossi 	               Administration Intern
Addison Gload	                PT Recreation Specialist
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Village of Tequesta,  per F.S.  50.3011, publishes our legal advertisements and 
public notices on the Palm Beach County publicly accessible website.

Use the above link or QR Code to view the Village’s Notices via our Public 
Notice Portal.
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It is essential for individuals, families, and communities to take proactive steps to stay safe and be prepared. Hurricane 
season typically brings the threat of strong winds, heavy rain, flooding, and power outages, often with little notice. Being 
prepared can make all the difference when every moment counts.

You can help prevent POO-LUTION by picking up after your dog.

The Life Cycle of PET WASTE

In the United States it is estimated that pet dogs produce over 21 billion pounds of dog waste each 
year, this can add up to a pile of problems. Unscooped pet waste not only increases health risks 
to humans and other pets, it greatly impacts local water bodies with excess nutrients, leading to 
potential algae blooms and �sh kills.

Responsible pet owners 
pick up after their pets 

and properly dispose of it 
in the trash. GOOD JOB!

1

The cycle begins out walking your dog. 
When they do their business ...

When not picked up 
and disposed of properly, 

pet waste stinks and is 
a hazard to step in, but 

that's only the beginning.

3

Un-scooped pet waste breaks down and washes 
into storm drains (carrying millions of bacteria), 

which drain directly to local rivers and water 
bodies, harming wildlife and the environment. 4

Once there, it can have MAJOR negative impacts.
Reduced Oxygen Levels - decomposition of pet waste demands a 
high level of oxygen from water, reducing the amount of dissolved 

oxygen available to plants and animals - resulting in �sh kills.
Algae Blooms - pet waste adds excess nutrients like those found in 

cow manure - resulting in algae blooms.

5

This BACTERIA can make their 
way into areas where you swim 
and �sh - it could also end up in 
our aquifer, which is where our 

drinking water comes from! Pick 
up and dispose of your dog's 

waste

2

Pick up and 
dispose of 

your dog's waste.
EVERY DAY, EVERY TIME.

Protecting our water 
quality takes e�ort

 from all of us together

Did you know?
The average dog discards 
approximately 0.5 to 0.75 
pound of waste per day, 
which can add up to 275 

pounds per year.  Just one 
gram of dog waste can 
contain as many as 23 

million microorganisms  
of  bacteria.

2025 Hurricane Season

The Life Cycle of  PET WASTE

Important  Hurricane 
Information

Take time NOW to gather emergency supplies!

Other Hurricane Information
•  PRACTICE WHAT YOU WILL DO IN CASE OF A  STATE 
    OF EMERGENCY.
•  ENSURE EVERYONE IN THE HOUSEHOLD KNOWS AND 
   UNDERSTATES THE PROCESS
•  SIGN UP TO RECEIVE EMERGENCY ALERTS FROM YOUR  
   LOCAL GOVERMENT
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Important Information for Village of Tequesta 
Residents and Property Owners 
Know Your Flood Risk
Flooding in Tequesta is primarily caused by:
•  Storm surge from tropical systems
•  Heavy rainfall during afternoon thunderstorms (especially June–November)
•  Blocked storm drains or ditches

Low-lying areas and properties near drainage systems are most at risk. To find out 
your flood zone and assess your risk, contact the Village Building Department at 
(561) 768-0450.
The flood map and additional resources can be viewed on the Village website at 
https://www.tequesta.org/1263/Flood-Information.  

Hurricane Season Runs Through November 30
Tequesta Fire Rescue urges you to stay prepared. Here’s how:

   Make a family communication plan
   Know evacuation routes and flood zones
   Inspect hurricane shutters and trim trees
   Clean gutters and service your generator
 Secure boats and backup important data
   Plan for pets and safeguard important documents
   Photograph and inventory your valuables

Having a clear plan reduces stress and helps recovery efforts. Check evacuation 
zones and shelters: 
https://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/Pages/Hurricane.aspx

Emergency Information Resources
Local flood and hurricane updates are available via: TV & Radio
•  WPTV Channel 5
•  WPEC Channel 12
•  WPBF Channel 25
•  WJUP 103.9 FM
•  Legends Radio 100.3

Emergency Medication Tips
Fire-Rescue recommends that, as part of your storm preparation, you maintain a 
two-week supply of all of your prescription medications and that you keep a list 
of all of your medications, dosages and any special instructions.  Per Florida state 
law, you can obtain a 30-day refill of your prescription medication, even if you have 
just refilled it, if you reside in a county that is under a hurricane warning issued by 
the National Weather Service, or are under a state of emergency executive order 
declared by the Governor, or if the county has activated its emergency operations 
center and its emergency management plan.  F.S. §252.358.  It is also advisable 
to have a copy of your oxygen prescription in safe-keeping and, if you have a 
portable oxygen concentrator, ensure your batteries are charged and in proper 
working order.  Call your oxygen provider to find out if they have an emergency 
number in case of a power outage or downed lines.  Please call Fire-Rescue at 
(561) 768-0550 if you have any questions.

Special Needs Shelter & Transportation
Palm Beach County operates a Special Needs Shelter for residents with medical 
conditions, mobility limitations, or electricity-dependent equipment. Pre-registration 
is required.
To apply, call (561) 712-6400 or visit:
https://discover.pbcgov.org/publicsafety/dem/pages/special-needs.aspx
If you don’t qualify but need evacuation help, Palm Tran’s Disabled Transportation 
Assistance Program can help. Call (561) 649-9838.

Floodplain Development Permits
Any development, grading, or filling work in a flood zone requires a permit.
If improvements to a structure exceed 50% of its value, it must meet new 
construction standards. To report unpermitted activity or ask questions, call 
(561) 768-0450.

Flood Insurance: Are You Covered?
Flood damage is not covered under standard homeowners or renters policies. 
Everyone in Florida lives in a flood zone - even low-risk areas.

Flood insurance is:
•  Required for properties with federally backed mortgages in high-risk zones
•  Recommended for all, as 20% of claims come from low-risk areas

The Village of Tequesta participants in the NFIP Community Rating System, 
working diligently to maintain a reduction in flood insurance premiums for 
residents while carrying out flood management measures designed to protect 
life and property from future flooding. This reduction applies to all properties 
located in the SFHA and non-SFHA except on preferred risk policies.  Many Village 
Departments continue to work together with the goal of achieving even greater 
flood insurance premium discounts in the future.

Drainage Maintenance: Help Prevent Flooding
Keep drainage ditches, pipes, and canals clear of grass clippings, trash, and debris. 
This helps prevent water backups and unnecessary flooding.  To report dumping 
or drainage issues, contact the Utilities Department at (561) 768-0482.
 
Flood Safety Reminders:
•  Avoid walking or driving through floodwaters
•  Stay away from power lines and electrical sources
•  Use flashlights—not flames—when inspecting after a storm
•  Watch your step—floods hide sharp objects and unstable surfaces
•  Check for gas leaks before re-entering buildings
 

We’re Here to Help
For any questions about flood risk, preparedness, insurance, or permits, 
please contact the Village Building Department at (561) 768-0450 or visit 
www.tequesta.org.

Flood Awareness & Hurricane Flood Awareness & Hurricane 
Preparedness UpdatePreparedness Update


